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THE DEARBORN INDEFERUERS
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Omar failed to Gll out the year by several days and n
is 1o Pope Gregory X111 that we owe our present cal-
endar. At various intervals since 1582 the years have
been rounded cut accurately, thanks to the (sregorian
reckonmng. It was Gregory who conferred an ever-
lasting blessing upon the spinster by granting her a
leap year every four years,

And so it is when we go out to the cabaret to usher
in the new year with food and song, we lift up our
volces in a vociferous “"Happy New Year” as the last
stroke of twelve o'clock midnight, December 31st, falls
upon our ears.

speaking literally of New Year's days, “there are
others.” The Chinamen go stolidly about their busi
ness on January 1, but when February 2nd falls they
dress in their best, pay all their bills and go about
greeting each other with a grinning nasal falsetto
“Kung Hi" To a Chinaman that is a far better way
of saying "Happy New Year” than the English method.

native Egyptians to this tay leave their rice helds and
2ir best garments and go down

to their temples to worship

their looms, put on the
on that date.
For more than a thousand
celebrated "Roshashona” on “New Years” in Septem-
ber. It does not always fall upon the same date, al-
though very close to it, the date being governed by
previous Jewish holidays., This is
and of services in the synagogues
In Turkey the Mohammedans lift their hands to
Allah and b seech a year of bl SSINKS on the 28th of
January, for that is their New Year. In Persia, as in
some few parts of Egypt, the New Year falls on Sep-
tember 22nd while in parts of Thibet they reckon the
beginning of the New Year from the first of August,
In some of our Indian reservations where , the
“original Americans,” the Indians. still adhere to many
of their tribal customs, New Year's Day depends en-
tirely upon weather conditions. When the last STOWS
have gone and the first green shoots of grass appear
the Indians hail the time as the beginning of another
vear. In the old days it was with them a season of
dancing and feasting. |t marked the time when the
danger of famine was passed for game would no longer

years the Jews have

a day of feasting

It was Julius Caesar who first declared that the
Roman New Year should begin in January. This was
upon the coming of Christianity. Before that time
Jewish people observed their New Year's day on 1h¢
25th of March, or the beginning of spring, but shortly
after that they changed it to September.

Until William the Conqueror stumbled and Zf”
upon the sands as he landed upon Albion shores, the
New Year had been observed on what is now our
Christmas Day, but William was crowned on the first
of January and he, too, made that the official New
Year. After he died England fell in with the rest of
Chl’isu-ntl:_.m for a “’hlit‘ an(l jﬂl{i{l’d wa Yl,ar‘s (l;l".
ahead again to March 25th.

Then it began to be discovered that with all these
peculiar reckonings in calendars it was becoming dif-
ficult to establish ages or accurate historical dates,
and the Gregorian calendar grew into favor again. The
(:alhu!ir countries were first to accept the Gregoral
time which made New Year's day fall on the first ©
January! Later the Protestant countries adopted 1%
but poor old New Years didn’t settle down to a perma-
nent day of his own throughout most of the Christiat
countries until as late as the year 1752,




